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Dr. Bejarano is an environmental scientist with broad experience in applied ecology and aquatic
ecotoxicology. Prior to joining Research Planning (RPI) her research centered on evaluating the
ecological and toxicological effects of land-based pollutants on marine and estuarine invertebrates.
Through her research, Dr. Bejarano developed skills in applied ecology and population modeling,
ecological risk assessments of contaminated sediments and complex contaminant mixtures, and acute and
chronic toxicity testing. Her recent efforts focus on identifying opportunities for GIS-based risk analyses
linked to environmental and coastal degradation, and on integrating ecological risk assessment into
natural resources damage assessment efforts. Her work at RPI has consisted of performing comprehensive
literature reviews on the ecological and toxicological effects of oil on fish and fish communities in sub-
arctic lotic systems, and on characterizing the risks to benthic communities from complex PAH mixtures
in habitats from the Persian Gulf impacted by the lingering oil from the Gulf War.
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2004. PhD, Environmental Health Sciences- Aquatic Toxicology, University of South Carolina,
Columbia, SC, USA

2000. MSc, Marine Science, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, USA

1997. BSc, Marine Biology, Universidad del Valle, Cali, Colombia

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Ecological Risk Assessment, Aquatic Toxicology, Marine and Estuarine Ecology and Conservation,
Environmental Statistics, Population and Ecological Modeling, Environmental Chemistry

ACADEMIC AFFILIATIONS

2007- present Adjunct Faculty, Department of Environmental Health Sciences, University of South
Carolina, Columbia, SC, USA

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

2008-Present. Environmental Toxicologist and Marine Ecologist, Research Planning, Inc., Columbia, SC, USA

2005- 2007. Ecological Risk Analyst- Postdoctoral Researcher, NOAA/NOS, Charleston, SC, USA

2005. Visiting Scientist, Department of Applied Environmental Science (ITM), Stockholm University,
Stockholm, Sweden

2004-2005. Research Associate- Aquatic Toxicologist, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, USA



2000-2004. Graduate Research Assistant, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, USA

1998-2000. Graduate Research Assistant, University of South Carolina, Columbia, SC, USA

1996-1997. Data Analyst, Field and Laboratory Research Assistant, Universidad del Valle, Cali, Colombia;
University of South Carolina Columbia, SC, USA; Instituto Colombiano Para el Desarrollo de la Ciencia y la
Tecnologia (COLCIENCIAS), Colombia
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